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2006-2007
REC is founded in January 2006,
offering homework help and
enrichment activities to 22 students
in elementary and middle school
from Grand Junction's Riverside
neighborhood. REC operates from
modular units while the Riverside
School building is renovated. 

Enrollment reaches 100 students,
filling REC’s available space.
Grant writer Joy Hudak joins

founder Mary Spirio in sharing
REC’s executive director position.
REC’s budget grows to $211,000.

2018-2019
Having received a 21st Century
Community Learning Centers grant,
REC expands to 9 sites in total 
(4 elementary, 4 middle school, 1
high school), serving 422 students.
Its budget is $1,332,600.

In the 2006-2007 school year,
REC moves into the completed

Riverside School. With a budget of
$14,000, it serves 50 students. 

2014-2105
REC expands programming to
Grand Junction High School. Joy

Hudak assumes the full role of
executive director. The REC

community now includes
 130 students, 3 full-time staff, 10
part-time staff, 6 CMU work study

participants, and 90 volunteer
tutors. Its budget is $442,000. 

2019-2020
During the Covid-19 shutdown,

REC is displaced from its Riverside
location and moves to virtual

programming. REC staff support
families through connection to

local services, as well as deliveries
of food and enrichment projects to

homes. Enrollment grows to 450
students. REC's  budget is

$1,626,800.

2021-2022

2020-2021
Fall 2020 brings a spacious new
location for REC (thanks to a
generous benefactor), two new
sites, and a return to in-person
programming. REC’s budget grows
to $2,315,000 and enrollment
expands to 513 students.

2010-2011
The first Taste of Riverside features
a delicious tamale dinner prepared
with the help of REC moms. This
fundraiser, which will become REC’s
signature annual event, raises
$15,000. 

Programming expands to a total of
15 sites and 998 students. Taste

of Riverside, held in REC’s new
warehouse, raises $140,000.

REC's budget is $3,616,000.

2022 - 2023
Programming expands to a total of
16 sites, including Palisade High
School. Taste of Riverside continues
to grow, resulting in REC's most
successful fundraiser ever, raising
$205,000. 

More than 1100 students enrolled in 2022-2023,
with more than 700 participating regularly.
REC serves 16 school sites: 9 elementary, 4
middle school, and 3 high school.
95% of parents, 89% of teachers, and 99% of staff
believe students showed growth and benefited
academically from being involved in REC.
REC serves students from K to 12th grade, as
well as providing support services for REC
graduates who attend Colorado Mesa University.
REC employs over 200 admin and program staff.

REC Today - By the Numbers:

Mission:
Riverside Educational Center (REC) provides Mesa
County students with high-quality academic and
extracurricular experiences during out-of-school time
to foster individual growth and to create community
within a safe, diverse, equitable, inclusive environment.

 

Vision: 
Riverside Educational Center envisions a community
where all students realize their goals and fulfill their
dreams. 



“The capital campaign will help REC
secure its financial future so that it can
continue to provide necessary academic
and social supports to students and
their families.” 

-Steve Bennett, REC Board Member
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The Growth of REC:
In 2020 the world changed for so many; REC was no exception.
Due to local COVID-19 restrictions, REC was forced out of the
Riverside School, a space we had occupied since the
organization was founded in 2006. 

In the past three years, REC programs and services have
increased dramatically. In 2019, REC had grown to nine
school sites and was serving around 400 students. Now
at the beginning of 2023, with over 200 staff on board,
REC operates in 16 schools and has enrolled more than
1,100 students this academic year.

Capital Campaign Goals:
REC's aim is to continue to achieve
sustainable growth that meets the needs of
our community. REC's capital campaign
goals include acquiring our existing space,
along with an adjacent unit, as well as
allowing for capital improvements and long-
term programming sustainability. 

The Future of REC:
The new space on Winters Avenue—having increased office, storage, meeting, and work areas—quickly
became an indispensable part of REC operations, facilitating the organization’s growth. With the future
in mind, REC plans to purchase this property, securing a long-term home for REC for years to come.

Fortunately, a generous REC supporter recognized our plight and offered a vacant property that provided
sufficient office and warehouse space, and, most importantly, a home base that has enabled REC to
expand during a period of unprecedented growth.  

Phase One: Complete a strategic plan
and determine the feasibility of a capital
campaign to secure a permanent home
for REC. 

Purchase REC’s existing office space
with capital funds by Dec 31, 2023. 
Receive adjacent property as a donation
from the property owner.

Phase Two: Acquire two adjoining units to serve
as the operational base for REC: 

Phase Three: Raise funds necessary for capital
improvements to meet the current and future
needs of the organization.

Phase Four: Raise funds to secure programming
sustainability that supports the future growth of the
organization.


